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Limited minor exemption ("LME") 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

FIFA 

As you are aware, in accordance with art. 19 par. 4 of the FIFA Regulations on the Status and Transfer 
of Players (hereinafter: the Regulations), every international transfer of a minor player according to art. 
19 par. 2 and every first registration of a minor player who is not anational of the country in which he 
or she wishes to be registered according to art. 19 par. 3, as weil as every first registration of a foreign 
minor player who has lived continuously for at least the last five years in the country in which he or she 
wishes to be registered (hereinafter: the five-year rule), is subject to the approval of the sub-committee 
appointed by the Players' Status Committee (hereinafter: the Players ' Status Sub-Committee) . 

Due to the high number of first reg istrations and international transfers of (foreign) minors at amateur 
level, the Players' Status Committee, at its meeting on 28 October 2009 (cf. FIFA circular no. 1209 of 
30 October 2009), came to the conclusion that in order to ensure the proper functioning of the system 
to safeguard the protection of minor players, a member association, under special circumstances, may 
submit a written request to the Players' Status Sub-Committee, seeking adecision granting an LME to 
the member association. The LME, if granted, would relieve the member association from the obligation 
to make a formal application for approval through the transfer matching system (TMS) to the Players' 
Status Sub-Committee in accordance with art. 19 par. 4 and Annexe 2 of the Regulations solely for 
amateur minor players who were to be registered with purely amateur clubs. 

Purely amateur clubs and amateur players 

For the sake of clarity, " purely amateur clubs" are clubs that are exclusively able to register amateur 
players as per the definition in art. 2 par. 2 of the Regulations. An amateur player is a player who has 
no written contract with a club and who does not earn more for his footballing activity than the expenses 
he or she effectively incurs. If a club has only one player registered with it who is a professional player, 
that club cannot be considered a "purely amateur club". A professional is a player who has a written 
contract with a club and is paid more for his footballing activity than the expenses he or she effectively 
incurs (cf. art. 2 par. 2 of the Regulations). Every registration of a minor (amateur) player with a 
professional club, a club that is not purely amateur or a club with legal, financial or de facta links to a 
professional club still requires the Players' Status Sub-Committee's authorisation by way of a minor 
application submitted through TMS. 
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Obtaining an LME 

In order to obtain an LME, a member association must submit a written request to the Players' Status 
Sub-Committee including: 

The reason why they should be granted an LME (including but not limited to the amount of 
work relating to minor applications and the number of minors that could potentially be 
included in the LME) 
Information on their league structure, i.e. by stating wh ich of their leagues are professional and 
wh ich are strictly amateur. In the event that a league contains both amateur and professional 
clubs or clubs that are not purely amateur, the member association should indicate which of the 
relevant clubs are purely amateur and which are not. 
An explanation of the relationship between the association and the football leagues and their 
affiliated amateur and regional divisions with regard to the registration process 

Elements of an LME 

If granted, the LME is normally valid only for a certain period of time, after which the situation of the 
relevant member association is again reviewed by the Players' Status Sub-Committee. To date, every 
LME has been granted by the Players' Status Sub-Committee for a two-year period . 

In addition, in accordance with the relevant decision, every member association that is granted aLME 
must submit reports to FIFA at regular intervals (e .g. every six months). The reports must indicate the 
minor players it has registered during the relevant time frame on the basis of the special dispensation 
as weil as the identity of the affiliated clubs concerned, and must also include a list of all subsequent 
domestic and international transfers of those players. They must in addition include details of the minor 
players concerned (first and last name, date of birth, nationality) and cite the exceptions contained in 
art. 19 par. 2 of the Regulations or the five-year rule (d. art . 19 pars 3 and 4 of the Regulations) on the 
basis of wh ich the member association has registered the minor player. Please find attached to this 
circular a sampie LME report. 

The LME reports must be uploaded in TMS by the relevant member association. The LME report should 
be uploaded in TMS as an Excel file saved as a PDF (not scanned as a PDF), including as a minimum the 
information contained in the enclosed standard report. Please also note that the decision of the Players' 
Status Sub-Committee to grant an LME will set out in detail the requirements to be completed byeach 
member association in filling out the LME report. 

Using the LME 

In cases of minor players registered through the LME, there is no prior analysis and review of the 
supporting documentation by the Players' Status Sub-Committee, as there would be in the normal minor 
application procedure described in art. 19 par. 4 of the Regulations. Nevertheless, FIFA TMS performs 
compliance on the published LME reports and, depending on the details of the case, may request a 
member association to provide them with the documentation used by the member association as the 
basis for registering the minor player. 
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In particular, a member association that has been granted an LME must ensure that the principles 
regarding the protection of minors are upheld and respected in accordance with arts 19 and 19bis of 
the Regulations. Therefore, a member association can only use the LME to register minor players in 
circumstances that fall, beyond any doubt, under the wording of the exceptions provided for in art 19 
par. 2 of the Regulations and the five-year rule, which is reflected in art . 19 pars 3 and 4 of the 
Regulations. The "Minor player application guide" available on FIFA.com describes, inter alia, the specific 
instances where the LME may, if granted, be used by a member association to register minor players (as 
distinct from the general obligation to refer applications for approval to the Players' Status Sub
Committee). 

It is important when using the LME that the member association keeps in mind the purpose of the 
aforementioned provisions, i.e. to safeguard the best interests of minor players and prevent them in 
some instances from being exploited and abused when they are in a foreign country. Although FIFA 
wishes to ensure that the minor generally has an appropriate and stable development, it does not want 
to prevent amateur minor players who wish to play for a purely amateur club from playing due to 
administrative burdens. 

As a result, FIFA's primary concern is not the registration of a minor amateur player for a purely 
amateur club but rather the use of the LME as a way to facilitate the eventual registration of a 
minor player with a professional club or a club with a legal, financial or de facta link to a 
professional club. Consequently, FIFA's principal focus, in terms of compliance, is more direded 
towards the possible subsequent transfer of a minor player from a purely amateur club to a professional 
club (or a club with a legal, financial or de facto link to a professional club) . 

In view of the above, FIFA deems that a member association that has been granted an LME should not 
be obligated to ask its clubs to submit the same documentation for the initial registration of minor 
amateur players for purely amateur clubs as would be required when submitting a minor application to 
the Players' Status Sub-Committee. In fact, the LME allows an association to register minor amateur 
players at its own discretion and for which it is accountable (within the aforementioned limits and 
bearing in mind the purpose of the relevant provisions) . Therefore, the association should have the right 
to determine wh at documentary evidence it will require from its clubs in assessing the validity of the 
request for the initial registration of a minor amateur player for a purely amateur club . For example, the 
member association could require that its clubs provide a document signed by the player, his or her 
parents and the new club, by means of which the parties acknowledge the particular exception of the 
Regulations that underlies the player's initial registration for the purely amateur club. The document 
could also preserve the member association's right to request additional documentary evidence in cases 
of doubt. Notwithstanding the above, FIFA will continue monitoring compliance by the associations and 
clubs with the pertinent requirements concerning the initial registrations of minor amateur players 
through the LME, which may, as a consequence, lead to investigations and sanctions by the pertinent 
body. 

However, the member association (as weil as the club concerned) will always bear the responsibility of 
proving that any subsequent registration of a minor player mentioned in its LME reports for a 
professional club (or a club with legal, financial or de facta link to a professional club) fully meets the 
requirements of art . 19 of the Regulations. Moreover, should the member association, when assessing 
an application for the subsequent transfer of a minor player, find that the conditions of the exception 
invoked by the club in the initial registration were not fulfilled in the first place, it shall duly reject the 
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request for the subsequent registration of the minor player, deregister him or her and possibly either 
sanction the clubs themselves or report the incident to FIFA. 

We believe that these explanations concerning the use of the LME will contribute towards better 
achieving the aims of the regulations regarding the protection of minors. 

We thank you for your kind attention to the above. 

Yours faithfully, 

FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE 
DE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 

, V 
Fat a S moura 
Secretary General 

Encl. as mentioned 

ce: FIFA Council 
Players' Status Committee 
Disciplinary Committee 
Appeal Committee 
Confederations 



Overview 

Total number of registrations using the LME 

*Enter here total number of 
minors registered using the 
LME* 

limited Exemption Report for the reporting period XX/XX/XXXX to XX/XX/XXXX 

PLAYER 

Last Name First Name DOß Nationality Club Name 

1 Müller Peter 16.01.2004 NAM Amateur District Kickers 

2 James Selena 30.07.2001 DEN Ma lmö Football For Fun 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

REGISTRATION 

Exception (Art. 19, par. 2, FORMER ASSOCIATION 

Registration Date par. 3 and par. 4 of the 

Regulations) 

03 .10.2016 Article 19.2 al Namibia Football Association 

01.08.2016 Article 19.2 cl Dansk Boldspil -Union 

- -- --



Overview 

Total number of subsequent transfers 

·Enter here total number of 

subsequent domestic / 
international transfers * 

Subsequent domestic and/or international transfers of the players for the reporting period XX/XX/XXXX to XX/XX/XXXX 

PLAYER FORMER CLUB 

Last Name First Name DOB Nationality Former Club Name 
Former Club 

New Club Name 
Status 

1 James Selena 30.07 .2001 DEN Ystad Sunday Kickers Amateur Racing City FC 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 

12 

13 
14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 
24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 
~ ~-

NEWCLUB SUBSEQUENT TRANSFER I 

New Club Status 
New Club Member 

Association 
Type of transfer Date 

I 

Professional / Domestic transfer 31.12.20161 

-----


