
 

Decision of the Dispute Resolution Chamber 

passed in Zurich, Switzerland, on 22 July 2004,  

in the following composition: 

 

Slim Aloulou (Tunisia), chairman 

Mario Gallavotti (Italy), member 

Jean Marie Philips (Belgium), member 

Mario Colucci (Italy), member 

Gerardo Movilla (Spain), member 

 

on the claim presented by 

X, Greece, 

as Claimant 

against 

 

Y, France 

as Respondent 

 

regarding a training  compensation dispute concerning the transfer of the player Z 

 



Facts of the case: 

- The player, born on 08.02.1986, was registered for X from the 1998/1999 
season until February 2002, that is, for three and a half (3,5) sporting seasons 
between the age of 12 and 16. 

- A contract was concluded between the player and the French club Y with validity 
from 1 July 2002 until 1 July 2004. 

- X presently claims its right to receive training compensation, in accordance with 
the Chapter VII of the revised FIFA Regulations for the Status and Transfer of 
Players. 

- As far as the categorisation of clubs is concerned, as provided for by the circular 
letter 826 dated 31 October 2002, the Claimant is a club belonging to the 
Category 4 (indicative amount EUR 10,000 per year).  

- As far as the categorisation of clubs is concerned, as provided for by the circular 
letter 826 dated 31 October 2002, the Respondent is a first division club, 
belonging to the Category 1 (indicative amount EUR 90,000 per year). 

- Y deems it is not held to pay any training compensation for the transfer of the 
player. 

- Y motivates its refusal to pay compensation by stating that the player in question 
signed a ‘contrat aspirant’  for the 2002/2003 and 2003/2004 seasons with this 
club and therefore benefited from the training provided to him by its Formation 
Centre, after which he would be free again to sign a professional contract 
elsewhere. 

 

Considerations of the Dispute Resolution Chamber  

The Dispute Resolution Chamber of the FIFA Players’ Status Committee shall review 
disputes coming under its jurisdiction pursuant to Art. 42 of the FIFA Regulations for the 
Status and Transfer of Players at the request of one of the parties to the dispute. 

According to Art. 42.1(b)(iv) of the FIFA Regulations for the Status and Transfer of Players,  
the Dispute Resolution Chamber of the FIFA Players’ Status Committee shall review 
disputes concerning training compensation fees and shall have discretion to adjust the 
training fee if it is clearly disproportionate to the case in review. 

Consequently, the Dispute Resolution Chamber is the competent body to decide on the 
present litigation concerning the training compensation fee claimed by the Greek club.  

Once its competence was thus established, the Dispute Resolution Chamber went on to 
treat the substance of the case. 
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Firstly, the Chamber affirmed that the player had been trained and developed by the 
Claimant club during three and a half (3,5) sporting seasons, from 1998 to 2002, 
between the age of 12 and 16 years. 

Furthermore it was stressed that, as of 1 July 2002, Z was bound by a contract to the 
Respondent for two seasons. 

As established in the Circular Letter no. 826 dated 31st October 2002, training 
compensation is payable up to the age of 23 for a player’s training incurred between the 
ages of 12 and 21. 

The Chamber outlined that in the present case the training period taken into 
consideration goes from the sporting season 1998/1999, when the player was 12, to the 
month of February of the sporting season 2001/2002, when he had reached the age of 
16. 

In conclusion, the Chamber established that X is entitled to receive compensation for the 
training and education it provided to the player Z throughout the timeframe he spent 
with this club. 

The Chamber went on to deliberate on the proper calculation, affirming that the amount 
due by the Respondent is to be calculated in accordance with the parameters provided in 
the circular letter 826, dated 31 October 2002. 

To begin with, the compensation corresponding to a category 4 club, that is, an amount 
of EUR 10’000, is granted to the training club per year as from the player’s age of 12 up 
to the age of 15. This results in a total of EUR 30’000. 

For the last season that the player was being trained by the Claimant, between the age of 
15 and 16 years, the compensation is calculated by taking the average of the indicative 
amount for Category 1 (EUR 90’000 per year of training) and the indicative amount of 
Category 2 (EUR 60’000 per year of training). Granted that the player was transferred to Y 
already in February 2002, this calculation shall only be for half of the sporting season 
2001/2002, resulting in an amount of EUR 50’000 divided by two, that is, a total of EUR 
25’000. 

Taking into account all of the above, the Chamber concluded that the training 
compensation payable to the Claimant by the Respondent amounts to the total sum of 
EUR  55’000 (EUR 30’000 + EUR 25’000). 
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Decision of the Dispute Resolution Chamber  

 
1.  The Respondent shall pay the amount of EUR 55’000 to the Claimant, within 30 days 

of notification of the present decision. 
 

2.  If Respondent fails to comply with the above-mentioned deadline, an interest rate of 
5% per year will apply and the case will immediately be presented to the FIFA 
Disciplinary Committee. 

 
3.  According to art. 60 par. 1 of the FIFA Statutes, this decision may be appealed before 

the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS). The statement of appeal must be sent to the 
CAS directly within 10 days of receiving notification of this decision and has to contain 
all elements in accordance with point 2 of the directives issued by the CAS, copy of 
which we enclose hereto. Within another 10 days following the expiry of the time limit 
for the filing of the statement of appeal, the appellant shall file with the CAS a brief 
stating the facts and legal arguments giving rise to the appeal (cf. point 4 of the 
directives). The full address and contact numbers of the CAS are the following: 

 
Avenue de l’Elysée 28 

1006 Lausanne 
Tel:  +41 21 613 50 00 
Fax: +41 21 613 50 01 

e-mail: info@tas-cas.org 
www.tas-cas.org 

 

 

For the Dispute Resolution Chamber: 

 

 

Urs Linsi 
General Secretary 

 

Enclosed: CAS directives 
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