
Decision of the Dispute Resolution Chamber 

passed in Zurich, Switzerland, on 12 April 2005, 

in the following composition: 

Slim Aloulou (Tunisia), Chairman 
Jean-Marie Philips (Belgium), member 
Philippe Diallo (France), member 
Michele Colucci (Italy), member 
Theo van Seggelen (Netherlands), member 

 

on the claim presented by 

 

Player X, 
as Claimant 

against 

Club Y, 
as Respondent 

regarding a contractual dispute. 



I. Facts of the case  

1. On 1 July 2002, the player X and the club Y signed an employment contract valid 
as from the date of signature until 31 May 2004. According to the employment 
contract, the player involved was entitled to receive for the season 2003/2004 the 
total amount of USD 210,000 (guaranteed fee). In addition, an appearance fee in 
the amount of USD 4,000 per match was agreed by the parties involved. 
Furthermore, the player was entitled to receive the monthly salary in the amount 
of USD 4,000. 

 
2. On 24 August 2004, the player X approached FIFA and claimed the total amount of 

USD 248,008 from the club Y. According to the player, the club Y failed to pay him, 
as a part of the guaranteed fee for the season 2003/2004, the amount of 
USD 96,008. In addition, the player maintained having been lined up in the season 
2003/2004 in the starting-eleven squad 37 times. Therefore, the player maintained 
that club Y had failed to pay him the amount of USD 148,000 (37 × 4,000). 
Concluding, the player claimed the monthly salary in the amount of USD 4,000 
corresponding to the month of May 2004. 

 
3. On 19 October 2004, FIFA contacted club Y through the corresponding association 

and asked the club to take position to the claim put forward by the player X, i.e. 
the claimed amount of USD 248,008. On 28 October 2004, club Y informed FIFA 
that it was “aware of the fact that the player X has not been paid the amount 
mentioned in his contract between 1 July 2003 – 31 May 2004”. Furthermore, the 
club Y informed FIFA that it had incurred in confiscation acts by the corresponding 
Government on 22 June 2004 because of the debts of the owner of the club 
towards the Government and the delay it had concerning the payment of the 
salaries of the players. The club Y did not specify what exactly was confiscated by 
the corresponding Government. In this regard, the club Y assured that it will pay 
player X’s salaries by drawing up a payment plan. In general, club Y did not 
express itself about the total amount claimed, i.e. did not contest the total amount 
claimed. 

 
4. On 24 November 2004, club Y assured being prepared to pay the player’s salaries 

by drawing up a payment plan with a monthly rate of USD 10,000, starting as from 
January 2005. 

 
5. On 12 January 2005, the player X accepted to agree upon a payment plan as 

proposed by the club Y, however with a monthly rate of USD 40,000. On 
17 January 2005, FIFA informed club Y. about the player’s new offer and asked the 
club Y to take position. To date, FIFA did not receive an answer from club Y in this 
respect. 
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II. Considerations of the Dispute Resolution Chamber 

1. The Dispute Resolution Chamber of the FIFA Players’ Status Committee shall 
review disputes coming under its jurisdiction pursuant to Art. 42 of the FIFA 
Regulations for the Status and Transfer of Players (hereafter: FIFA Regulations) at 
the request of one of the parties to the dispute. 

2. Consequently, the Dispute Resolution Chamber is the competent body to decide 
on the present litigation concerning the outstanding salaries allegedly owed by 
club Y to the player X. 

3. Subsequently, and entering into the substance of the matter, the Chamber 
carefully considered the contents of the duly signed employment contract. In this 
regard, the Chamber took notice of the fact that the total amount claimed by the 
player X corresponds to different remunerations all stipulated in the employment 
contract dated 1 July 2002. The amount of USD 96,008 corresponds to a part of the 
guaranteed fee, the amount of USD 148,000 to the appearance fees for allegedly 
37 matches played by the player and finally, the amount of USD 4,000 
corresponded to one monthly salary. In this context, the Chamber took note that 
the total amount claimed by the player was of USD 248,008. 

4. Thereafter, the Chamber passed to consider the statements provided by club Y and 
took notice that the club, according to its statement provided to FIFA dated 
28 October 2004, was actually passing through a difficult economic situation 
whereby some not specified assets were confiscated by the corresponding 
Government due to several reasons. However, the same letter stipulated that club 
Y was aware of the fact that the player X had not received all the remunerations 
due to him corresponding to the lapse of time from 1 July 2003 to 31 May 2004. 
Moreover, the Chamber acknowledged the wish of the club Y to assume its 
obligations by drawing up a payment plan, effort which obviously remained 
unsuccessful due to the fact that the player asked for a higher instalment rate as 
originally proposed by club Y. 

5. In this context, the Chamber passed to the legal appraisal of the above-mentioned 
facts of the case and clearly stated that the club Y acknowledged having a debt 
towards the player X. Moreover, the Chamber took note of the fact that club Y did 
not contest at any time, any remuneration claimed by the player X, whereupon 
the Chamber assumed that the total amount claimed was acknowledged by the 
club Y, in particular since all corresponds to the lapse of time indicated by club Y. 

6. As a result, the Chamber concluded that club Y still owes to the player X the 
remuneration amounting to USD 248,008. However, the Chamber took into 
account the difficult economic situation of club Y and decided, to the benefit of 
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both parties and in order to settle the matter in the best possible way, to authorise 
the payment in instalments. 

7. Taking into account all of the above, the Dispute Resolution Chamber decided that 
club Y has to pay to the player X the outstanding amount of USD 248,008 in 
11 instalments. 

 

III.  Decision of the Dispute Resolution Chamber 

1. The claim of the player X is accepted.  

2. Club Y has to pay the amount of USD 248,008 to the player X. 

3. Club Y must pay the aforementioned amount to the player X as follows: 

USD 48,008   by 31 May 2005 
USD 20,000   by 30 June 2005 
USD 20,000   by 31 July 2005 
USD 20,000   by 31 August 2005 
USD 20,000   by 30 September 2005 
USD 20,000   by 31 October 2005 
USD 20,000   by 30 November 2005 
USD 20,000   by 31 December 2005 
USD 20,000   by 31 January 2006 
USD 20,000   by 28 February 2006 
USD 20,000   by 31 March 2006 

 
4. Should club Y fail to comply with one of the above-mentioned deadlines, the 

immediate payment of the entire remaining sum will become due and the present 
matter shall be submitted to FIFA’s Disciplinary Committee, so that the necessary 
sanctions may be imposed. 

5. The player X is directed to inform club Y immediately of the account number to 
which the remittance is to be made and to notify the Dispute Resolution Chamber 
of every payment received. 

6. According to art. 60 par. 1 of the FIFA Statutes this decision may be appealed 
before the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS). The statement of appeal must be 
sent to the CAS directly within 10 days of receiving notification of this decision and 
has to contain all elements in accordance with point 2 of the directives issued by 
the CAS, copy of which we enclose hereto. Within another 10 days following the 
expiry of the time limit for the filing of the statement of appeal, the appellant 
shall file with the CAS a brief stating the facts and legal arguments giving rise to 
the appeal (cf. point 4 of the directives). 
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The full address and contact numbers of the CAS are the following: 

Avenue de Beaumont 2 
1012 Lausanne 

Switzerland 
Tel: +41 21 613 50 00 
Fax: +41 21 613 50 01 

e-mail: info@tas-cas.org
www.tas-cas.org

 

For the Dispute Resolution Chamber: 

 

Urs Linsi 
General Secretary 

 

Enclosed: CAS directives 
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