
Decision of the Dispute Resolution Chamber 

passed in Zurich, Switzerland, on 12 April 2005, 

in the following composition: 

Slim Aloulou (Tunisia), Chairman 
Jean-Marie Philips (Belgium) member 
Philippe Diallo (France) member 
Michele Colucci (Italy) member 
Theo van Seggelen (Netherlands) member 

 

on the claim presented by 

 

Player X,  
as Claimant 

against 

Club Y,  
as Respondent 

regarding a contractual dispute between the parties involved 

  ./... 



 
I. Facts of the case 
 
1. On 18 July 2003, the player X , Claimant, and the club Y, Respondent, signed an 

employment contract valid until 18 July 2004. 
 
2. On 14 October 2004, the Claimant contacted the FIFA administration and affirmed 

that he signed an annex to the employment contract on the same day, i.e. on 18 
July 2003, but he never received a copy of it. 

 
3. The Claimant affirmed that based on the annex the Respondent still owes him the 

total amount of BAM 15,950 (outstanding salaries amounting to BAM 6,800, 
outstanding contractual obligations amounting to BAM 5,000, release fee 
amounting to BAM 400, costs of medical treatment amounting to BAM 1,580, 
bonus for the year 2003 amounting to BAM 600 and costs of meals amounting to 
BAM 1,570.50). The Claimant did not provide any receipts in order to sustain the 
costs of meals nor the costs of medical treatment.   

 
4. According to §3 of the employment contract the Respondent shall cover all 

medical costs and according to § 8 the Claimant and the Respondent agreed that 
the Claimant receives monthly salaries and other personal income in accordance to 
the club’s regulations. Furthermore, §11 establishes that supplementary contracts 
are part of the employment contract. The employment contract does not establish 
the amounts of salaries or other remunerations. 

 
5. In order to sustain his claim the Claimant provided copies of receipts concerning 

payments already made by the Respondent during the period as from August 2003 
until March 2004 amounting to BAM 700, BAM 300, BAM 400, BAM 800 and BAM 
5,000. 

 
6. The FIFA administration provided all documentation to the Football Association of 

Bosnia Herzegovina in order to be forwarded to the Respondent on 21 January 
2005 and 2 February 2005, but the Respondent never replied to the relevant 
correspondence. In particular, the Respondent neither provided a copy of the 
annex nor paid the demanded amount to the Claimant. 

 
 
II. Considerations of the Dispute Resolution Chamber 
 
1. The Dispute Resolution Chamber of the FIFA Players’ Status Committee shall 

review disputes coming under its jurisdiction pursuant to Art. 42 of the FIFA 
Regulations for the Status and Transfer of Players (hereafter: FIFA Regulations) at 
the request of one of the parties to the dispute. 

2. According to Art. 42 of the FIFA Regulations, the triggering elements of the 
dispute (i.e. whether a contract was breached, with or without just cause, or 
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sporting just cause), will be decided by the Dispute Resolution Chamber of the 
FIFA Players’ Status Committee. 

3. Consequently, the Dispute Resolution Chamber is the competent body to decide 
on the present litigation concerning the alleged breach of contract between the 
Claimant and the Respondent. 

4. Subsequently, and before entering into the substance of the matter, the Chamber 
observed that the Claimant based its claim on an annex to the employment 
contract allegedly signed on 18 July 2003, and that he pointed out that he never 
received a copy of the relevant document.  

5. Furthermore, the Chamber acknowledged that although the FIFA administration 
requested several times the mentioned annex from the Respondent, the latter 
neither sent the requested document nor ever took position in the dispute.   

6. Finally, the Chamber noted that the Claimant appears to have received certain 
payments from the Respondent. However, on the documents contained in the file 
it is not possible to establish on what basis and for what grounds.  

7. On account of the above, the Dispute Resolution Chamber concluded that, 
currently, it has to refrain from taking a decision in the matter at hand, due to 
lack of documentation. Furthermore, the Chamber decided to refer the case back 
to the FIFA administration in order to continue the investigation, in particular, in 
order to obtain either a copy of the relevant annex from the Football Association 
of XZ or the Respondent’s position to the claim or at least the necessary 
documentation to establish  the Claimant’s financial rights in connection with the 
employment contract signed for the season 2003/04.  

 
 
III. Decision of the Single Judge of the Players’ Status Committee  
 
 The Dispute Resolution Chamber abates the legal proceedings in the matter at 

hand. 
 
 
 
For the Dispute Resolution Chamber: 

 
Urs Linsi 
General Secretary        
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