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About the firm
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GG is a Ukrainian boutique law firm with a particular focus 
on international dispute resolution services. Swiss quality, English 
pedantry, Italian creativity and Ukrainian tenacity are the milestones 
for the firm’s development and success.

The team of GG L F includes highly qualified, 
talented, multilingual lawyers. Most of them gained a valuable 
experience and knowledge studying and working outside Ukraine.

GGG L F closely cooperates with international legal 
advisors and law firms from numerous jurisdictions. Our brand implies 
an idea of being a “legal bridge” between Ukrainian market and foreign 
companies, taking care of the Client’s problems and needs while doing 
business in Ukraine.



Worldwide experience
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The firm’s lawyers constantly advise and represent Clients in 
international commercial disputes before arbitration panels under the 
rules of various institutions, including LCIA, ICC, ICAC, GAFTA and 
CAS. We also provide services to Ukrainian and international 
companies engaged in international commerce, requiring constant 
legal support over their import/export transactions. 

OOur diversified team of lawyers from a variety of legal backgrounds 
enables to deploy devoted teams of lawyers having the skills best suited 
to serve our Clients’ needs depending on the arbitration forum in 
question and with an extremely high level of partner involvement. 

AA particular attention deserves the firm’s Sports Law practice, being 
recognised among numerous international and Ukrainian Clients in 
providing highly-qualified and excellent services in the sphere of 
international sports law and sports arbitration.



Ancillary Services for law firms
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Our extensive experience at International Arbitration enables to 
enhance the provision of the legal services by other law firms that are 
not constantly dealing with international dispute resolution matters or 
for the matters that require specific niche expertise and knowledge. 

Cooperation with law firms implies the following services:

  -  Preliminary assessment of the dispute
  -  Building up a dispute resolution strategy
    -  Budget planning
  -  Choice of arbitrator, involvement of experts
  -  Experience at specialised arbitration
  -  Legal translation
  -  Documents review and investigation
  -  Third party funding
  -  Tender procedures for legal services



Types of cooperation
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Partnership | Co-counselling, implying the joint work over one 
project through the sharing our international dispute resolution 
experience and simultaneously dividing the risk and responsibility.

Legal outsourcing, providing for informal involvement of our lawyers 
into the project, subject to the absence of the interest conflict, enabling 
to meet the utmost expectations and needs of the Client by engaging 
our expertise and experience.

RReferral network, shifting the full responsibility and lead over the 
project to GG’ arbitration team, fully or partially 
stepping-out from it.

GG L F, being a “legal bridge” between Ukraine and 
foreign companies, was successfully engaged in all types, which lead to 
the obvious benefits for the development and success of both firms.



Advantages for law firms

Access to experience and expertise | Law firms can meet the Client’s 
needs even not dealing everyday with international arbitration or 
cross-border disputes; from other side, law firm is assured that Client is 
treated by qualified and experienced lawyers in a specific field.

Cost saving | No need to keep lawyers for non-frequent projects and to 
promote additional legal sphere.

FFlexibility | Possibility to build up a team for particular project in a 
short time, having due regard to the exceptional Client’s needs.

Openness | Being an expert in some fields the law firm may explore 
additional benefits of working also with international disputes.

Minimising risks | Better to cooperate with someone having previous 
experience, rather than handling a project for the first time.
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Choice of Arbitrator
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Choice of arbitrator within arbitration proceedings may have an important impact 
on the outcome of the dispute. It is true that party’s appointed arbitrators shall stay 
always independent and impartial during. However, arbitration flexibility allows 
choosing the most appropriate candidate making the dispute more predictable. 

DDuration of proceedings, formalistic or practical approach, interpretation of the 
arbitration agreement, persuasion skills over the rest of the panel, experience in 
particular kind of disputes and industry – all these elements may have the crucial 
influence over the dispute. And all of this can be controlled through the integral 
procedural instrument – appointment of arbitrator.

BBearing experience in commercial arbitration and knowing many of the 
practitioners worldwide and their approaches to particular issues enables 
GG L F to advice on choosing the most suitable arbitrator for 
resolving the matter in terms of both – procedure and merits. 

When it is possible to increase the chances during arbitration by appointing the 
appropriate candidate, why not to use such an opportunity? 



Specialised arbitration

Besides typical institutions that deal with the majority of the commercial 
disputes, there are several specialised arbitral mechanisms particularly tailored 
for the demands of the specific industry. Sometimes it is not simply enough to 
know the basics of the arbitration to handle the disputes at such institutions. 

IIt is always better to meet the Client’s demands and to provide the services it 
requires, attracting or outsourcing other law firm with experience in a specific 
niche flied, rather than drop the case or handling it for the first time, stepping 
onto terra incognita.

We have an extensive experience and expertise in conducting arbitration 
proceedings at such specialised venues and constantly assist law firms during the 
dispute resolution settlement under their rules. 

OOur involvement starts from the general advice on conducting arbitration under 
the rules of particular institution, choice of arbitrator, procedural particularities, 
and advice on arbitration costs till the full involvement within the procedures as 
co-counsels or by outsourcing.
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Commodity and Maritime Arbitration
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Commodity Arbitration is a specific area of alternative dispute settlement edged 
for the needs of the whole industry. The majority of trade associations as the 
Refined Sugar Association (RSA), the Federation of Oils, Seeds and Fats 
Association (FOSFA), the London Metal Exchange (LME), the London Maritime 
Arbitrators Association (LMAA), London Rice Brokers Association (LRBA), the 
Cocoa Association of London Limited (CAL), and the Grain and Feed Trade 
Association (GAFTA) are located in London. 

LLawyers from GG L F have an extensive experience in handling 
the disputes under the rules of the majority of the commodity arbitration 
institutions, including GAFTA, FOSFA, LMAA and RSA. They are also 
experienced in working with English law and with the standard GAFTA and 
FOSFA contracts. Particular expertise is emphasised at maritime-related 
disputes, involving the issues of charterparty, cargo claims under B/L, contracts of 
affreightment, ship sale, shipbuilding and ship repair cases, and insurance.

OOur specific expertise allows us to assist in handling commodity-related disputes 
for local and international law firms cost-efficiently. 



Sports Arbitration

Sports arbitration has a considerable amount of interesting particularities that 
distinguish it from commercial arbitration. Knowing the specificity of 
sports-related disputes, the essense of sports law, approaches taken by 
particular arbitrators and having access to and knowledge of the specific 
jurisprudence is a key to the successful presentation of the dispute. Not every 
law firm bears such experience, while its lack may play a detrimental role for 
the proceedings.

WWe constantly represent our Clients before specific sports arbitral and 
quasi-arbitral institutions, including Court of Arbitration for Sports (CAS), 
Basketball Arbitral Tribunal (BAT), EHF Court of Arbitration (ECA), FIFA, 
UEFA, FIBA, etc.

OOur specific expertise allows us to assist in handling sports-related disputes for 
local and international law firms cost-efficiently. Our involvement starts from 
the general advice on conducting arbitration under the rules of particular 
institution, choice of arbitrator from CAS list till the full involvement during 
the procedures as co-counsels or by outsourcing.
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Legal translation 
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The documents lie at the core of any legal activity. Correct translation of 
the documents and their full and complete understanding play a key role 
for dealing with the Client’s matter. Failure to understand the document 
or its underestimation makes any lawyer “blind”. Thus, it is so crucial that 
each phrase of the translated material reflects its authentic meaning. 

HHowever, translators are not lawyers. Thus it is always an asset for the 
translation of any legal document to be done or reviewed by the lawyer 
qualified at the relevant jurisdiction. 

Our multilingual team allows us to provide law firms with the translation 
of legal documents by persons that not only speak the language, but 
understand the meaning of the text from legal point of view.

Languages and jurisdictions:            Working languages:
        Ukraine | Russia         English | Spanish | German | French



Document review and Investigation

GG L F also assists foreign law firms and companies during 
document discovery for CIS countries and on anti-corruption investigations 
(FCPA, UKBA, World-Bank regulations). 

Advantages for the law firms

-  Substantial reduction of the costs, involving Ukrainian lawyers
-  Quality guarantee 
-  Experience at working with documents production and investigation
--  Understanding of the matter by native speaker

Main services

-  Management of the document discovery teams for CIS countries
-  Draft of search words, their adjustment to local particularities and “slang”
-  Submission of the documents to the local authorities
-  Legal support on the national data-protection regulations 
-  Draft of review, quality control review
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Third Party Funding
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Third party funding in international arbitration and litigation has become 
an incredibly useful instrument for the Clients those financial situation 
does not afford to pursue the claim or those interest is to share the risk of 
the outcome of the proceedings, or both. 

NNevertheless, getting a financial support for the dispute requires the 
particular preparation and experience. It is not an easy process, requiring to 
persuade the funder in investing into the case. We have an experience in 
dealing with the funders and are able to support the process, substantially 
increasing the chances to get the investment.

  -   Preliminary analyses of the “fundability” of the dispute
  -  Preparation of the case summary (opinion or claim draft)
    -  Conducting face-to-face meetings
  -  Provision of security for the funding agreement
  -  Building-up a credible and experienced legal team
  -  Preparation for the funder’s questions and inquiries



Tender procedures for legal services

It is not uncommon that foreign law firms take an active role in private 
and public procurements in Ukraine for attracting various projects on 
provision of the legal services. Representation services before national 
courts and during investment arbitration disputes, assistance during 
trans-border transactions – matters that require the involvement of the 
qualified and experienced lawyers from abroad. 

GGG L F constantly assists foreign law firms during the 
procurements, preparing all necessary documents in accordance with 
the strict requirements of the tender procedure and Ukrainian 
legislation, bearing in mind national mentality and procedural 
specificity. This enables to obtain interesting and profitable projects.

IIt is always an asset to have a local experienced legal advisor that will 
prepare all necessary documentation and represent foreign law firm 
during the tender procedures in Ukraine. 
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Key contacts
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Anton regularly represents his clients in various international 
disputes, commercial arbitration and sports law cases. His 
experience includes handling arbitration proceedings at many 
institutions, including LCIA, SCC, ICC, ICAC, VIAC, CAS, 
GAFTA and before ad hoc tribunals. 

HHe also serves as an arbitrator adjudicating commercial disputes, 
and acts as permanent arbitrator in the Dispute Resolution 
Chamber of the Football Federation of Ukraine. In addition, he 
has a wide experience in enforcing arbitral awards and foreign 
court decisions in Ukraine.

AAnton is an author of many articles in the spheres of commercial 
arbitration, sports law, maritime and transportation. He is a 
contributor to various books acting as an expert for Ukraine, 
including the 1st edition of the International Arbitration (2015), 
The Sports Law Review (2016).

Anton Sotir
Managing Partner

T  +38 044 39 28 907
M +38 067 77 66 130
E  anton.sotir@goldengate-law.com
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